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‘To the Vitruvian triad of 
commodity, firmness and delight 
we postulate the addition
of a fourth ideal: restituitas or 
restitution,restoration, 
reinstatement; where the act of 
building enhances its immediate 
and the global environment in an 
ecological as 
well as a visual sense’

Green Vitruvius



The 4 greatest challenges that society faces are

Climate change
Peak oil

Resource depletion
Pollution

Isolation
Inequality

‘What  are the characteristics of an eco society and how we as ordinary citizens
might adapt our lifestyles to become part of it?’



Why do we build at all?

“Neighbourhoods towns and cities were invented to facilitate 
exchange

Exchange of information, friendship, material goods, culture, 
insights, skills and also the exchange of emotional, 
psychological and spiritual support

For a truly sustainable environment
we must maximise this exchange 
while minimising the travel 
necessary to do it.”

David Engwicht. Towards an Eco-city



What does the GreenPrint
cover?

Usually the following 8 topics:

• Climate Change - Ensures developments are appropriately adapted to 
the impacts of present and future climate change

• Resources - Promotes the sustainable use of resources including 
water, materials and waste both in construction and operation

• Transport - Ensures transport hierarchy issues are fully addressed 
and catered for within the development

• Ecology - Ensures the ecological value of the site is conserved and 
enhanced

• Business - Ensures that the development contributes to the 
sustainable economic vitality of the local area and region

• Community - Ensures the development supports a vibrant, diverse 
and inclusive community which integrates with surrounding 
communities

• Placemaking - Ensures the design process, layout structure and form 
provide a development that is appropriate to the local context

• Buildings - Ensures that the design of individual buildings does not 
undermine the sustainability of the overall development



Enough of this Let’s do this instead

1950’s







Mixed use isn’t automatically good
What then, is good mixed use?



“The grid is the fundamental element of the urban buzz”

Oxford Street average of  9.8 changes of direction to arrive there.



The social logic of space. How settlements ARE



UK Urban Task Force
‘Towards an Urban Renaissance’

A mixed use integrated neighbourhood.



Spatial Integration. Connecting space

Natural movement of the human species







Urban Centre

Urban Edge. Eastwick Village.





The living bridge. The effort 
placed on connection.

Gilston/Pope /MSD



Town Design and the perils
of land ownership

Equalise the land!



The Urbanist
The Economist
Comparator Towns



Towards Carbon Neutral







Drainage Strategy







UPTON, NORTHAMPTON



Upton, Northampton











Urban Typologies
In deformed grids







Workplaces as good neighbours











Paul Murrain
CNU Green Urbanism Council. Alexandria Dec 1st 2007



“The measure of any great civilisation is in its towns 

and cities and a measure of a city’s greatness is to 

be found in the quality of its public spaces, its parks 

and its squares”

John Ruskin. 



Sherford in context

A beautiful landscape demands 
a beautiful town



What does Sherford offer ?

An urban extension and a small Market Town . 
The best of both worlds



Sherford EbD Group 5



Sherford.  Landscape constraints



Town and Country. Distinct but unified



The Park and the Town





Town or Country?

Town and Country

“Along with the preservation of the
countryside the redemption of the 
town must be attempted. The two
are interdependent; one rises to 
beauty or falls to ruin with the other.
It is true to say that only through the
rehabilitation of the town can the
countryside be truly saved, thqt the 
true way to save the countryside is to
build true urban towns”
Thomas Sharp



Mixed Use. If designed and located correctly it is a benefit not a problem

At the Town Centre and neighbourhood centres

•Along the busiest streets

•One block deep

•Overlooking open spaces

•Small scale  at street corners.



The sustainable sequence.

The Pedestrian
The Cyclist
The bus passenger….

The car driver

From home to everything
you need.



‘The unit of measurement to fit into 
these parameters is any one urban 
block and any contiguous block either 
built or given consent to build.
Any numbers constituting less than 
this increment may in themselves be 
more or less than the maximum and 
minimum within that parametric range’

Density. The paranoia of regulators

Transect real or implied?



‘A street that is 
open to the sky 
and filled with 
people and life,is
a splendid place to 
be” Wiiliam H. 
Whyte

High Street Sherford



Tiverton

Totnes

Marlborough



The Block and the Bat



Housing Affordability Mechanisms



Community Trust

“people are motivated to care 
for a home, a house, a place, a 
community, an environment to the 
extent that their interest in it is
direct, dependable and permanent”
Wendell Berry



Sherford Code. Key fixes



Rediscovering traditional town building
Patient money

Land equalisation
Late draw down of the land

Sherford



What does the GreenPrint 
cover?

Usually the following 8 topics:

• Climate Change - Ensures developments are appropriately adapted to 
the impacts of present and future climate change

• Resources - Promotes the sustainable use of resources including 
water, materials and waste both in construction and operation

• Transport - Ensures transport hierarchy issues are fully addressed 
and catered for within the development

• Ecology - Ensures the ecological value of the site is conserved and 
enhanced

• Business - Ensures that the development contributes to the 
sustainable economic vitality of the local area and region

• Community - Ensures the development supports a vibrant, diverse 
and inclusive community which integrates with surrounding 
communities

• Placemaking - Ensures the design process, layout structure and form 
provide a development that is appropriate to the local context

• Buildings - Ensures that the design of individual buildings does not 
undermine the sustainability of the overall development



“Good”, “Very Good” and “Excellent” benchmarks achieved by the 
developer

Performance achieved in each category

Total GreenPrint score for the development

Overall GreenPrint Rating for the development

No grade: <50%
Good: 50% – 64%
Very Good:65% – 74%
Excellent: 75% – 84%
Exemplar: >84%

Note: a GreenPrint is created for each development BRE are asked to assess.  Therefore the 
score shown is the percentage of the total score available within the Framework developed 
for a particular site.

What does the GreenPrint 
produce?



BRE Sustainable Assessment



BRE Sustainable Assessment





Sherford – GreenPrint 
“Excellent”Climate Change

• Development has been designed to reduce the contribution to flash flooding 
through incorporation of Sustainable Urban Drainage systems, green roofs, 
ponds and wetlands, and the use of permeable surfaces

• Two 1.8mW wind turbines within the 207ha Community park to generate 
between 32 – 41%

• A carbon sink in the form of a permanent native woodland will be planted, on 
approximately 70 ha of agricultural land, to help offset the balance of emissions

• 75% of buildings will be equipped with solar thermal systems and/or 
photovoltaic devices generating between 8 and 12% contribution 

• Provision of ‘A rated’ energy and water savings appliances in all dwellings
• 80% of the roof area of the whole development used for rainwater harvesting



Sherford – GreenPrint 
“Excellent”

Community and Sustainable Lifestyles
• Set-up of the Sherford Community Trust whose aim will be to promote 

“more sustainable lifestyles”, it will work with all residents/businesses 
in Sherford and manage many initiatives, including:

– Car club

– Community intranet

– Energy advice

– Green travel planning

– Renewable energy and energy reduction projects

– Sustainable food initiatives

• Development of a sustainable lifestyles pack for all residents covering 
issues including sustainable travel advice, energy and water efficiency, 
recycling and environmental technologies installed in the development 
and dwelling

• Measures to promote and facilitate the production of home-grown food 
by residents, and an Organic Community Farm and farmers market



Sherford GreenPrint Rating

• Sherford achieved an “Exemplar” rating

• Overall score of 85%



Sherford GreenPrint radar



“Beyond establishing the most elementary foundation for social provision, the idea
of ‘designing’ communities remains elusive. Instead there has been a shift to the idea
of place and placemaking, which skirts the problem of dimensions and focuses 
instead on the idea of identity.”

Alexander Cuthbert. The Form of Cities: Political Economy and Urban Design





Sherford.  An urban extension for Plymouth
A new Market town for the South Hams



‘We are what we repeatedly do.
Excellence is not an act, but a 
habit.’

-Aristotle




