
The Craft of Town Building



The origin of settlements: Global and local coming together in a specific landscape
That’s when settlements feel right. It runs deep.



What does Sherford offer ?

An urban extension and a small Market TownAn urban extension and a small Market Town . 
The best of both worlds



Sherford in context

A beautiful landscape demandsA beautiful landscape demands 
a beautiful town



...adn we’re still losing the trust

“Th f t i ili ti i i it t“The measure of any great civilisation is in its towns 
and cities and a measure of a city’s greatness is to 
be found in the quality of its public spaces, its parks 
and its squares”and its squares

John Ruskin. 



Rural amentiy in abundance
Urban amenity has to match the challenge

We have to earn the right to build in a 
beautiful place We lost that right 60 years ago

Urban amenity has to match the challenge

beautiful place. We lost that right 60 years ago.
It’s hard to get it back



Sherford. “ Landscape constraints”

‘Evidence of the land’



Enquiry by Design



Degrees of abstraction/precision

AAP 
Area Action Plan

Masterplan



Key fixes. Responsiveness ‘v ‘regulation
The importance of being parametric



•5-6 minute walk from edge to 
Centre
•Fine grain pattern of streets.
•Greater mixed use towards 
the heart of the neighbourhood
V i d iti•Varying densities

•A central square,market place
and/or High Street
•Public transport through the•Public transport through the 
middle
•All daily needs available on foot

A return to the traditional town

The jigsaw pieces of SherfordThe jigsaw pieces of Sherford.
mixed use walkable neighbourhoods



Sherford EbD Group 5



The Sherford EbD Masterplan



Town and Country Distinct but unifiedTown and Country. Distinct but unified



Connected neighbourhoods making a Town



Fundamentals of urbanism+ evidence of the land (iterations) = “genius of place”
Neither can be allowed to destroy the other. The balance is political, environmental and deeply philosophical



Town or Country?

Town and Country

“Along with the preservation of the
countryside the redemption of thecountryside the redemption of the 
town must be attempted. The two
are interdependent; one rises to 
beauty or falls to ruin with the other.
It i t t th t l th h thIt is true to say that only through the
rehabilitation of the town can the
countryside be truly saved, that the 
true way to save the countryside is totrue way to save the countryside is to
build true urban towns”  

Thomas Sharp



Th Bl k d th B tThe Block and the Bat





From home to everythingFrom home to everything
you need.

The sustainable sequence.q

The Pedestrian 
The Cyclisty
The bus passenger….

The car driver



Landscape and Ecology Achieving the balance Equalise the land to allow it to happenLandscape and Ecology. Achieving the balance. Equalise the land to allow it to happen



Sherford

Rediscovering traditional town building





Great Urbanism-pressure on land

Carlo Bontempi. Place Toscana Val D’Europe       Woodstock Oxfordshire



The Park and the Town



High Street Sherford

‘A street that is‘A street that is 
open to the sky 
and filled with 
people and life ispeople and life, is
a splendid place to 
be” 

Wiiliam H. Whyte



Tiverton

Totnes

Marlborough





Housing Affordability Mechanisms



“people are motivated to care 
for a home, a house, a place, a 
community, an environment to thecommunity, an environment to the 
extent that their interest in it is
direct, dependable and permanent”
Wendell Berry

C it T tCommunity Trust



THE TOWN CODE



THE CODE

Sherford Code. Key fixes



L ibilitLegibility



Junctions and nodal points

Street types



Frontage Typesg y



Mixed Use. If designed and located correctly 
it is a benefit not a problem

•At the Town Centre and neighbourhood centres
•Along the busiest streets•Along the busiest streets
•Overlooking open spaces

•Small scale  at street corners.



Density The paranoia of regulators

‘The unit of measurement to fit into 
these parameters is any one urban

Density. The paranoia of regulators

these parameters is any one urban 
block and any contiguous block either 
built or given consent to build.
Any numbers constituting less than 
this increment may in themselves be 
more or less than the maximum and 
minimum within that parametric range’



A basis for discourse. 
Demands rigour in any argument for departure
It demands and invites creativity
It deplores and denies the right to be ‘fashionable’It deplores and denies the right to be fashionable



Any housebuilder /developer has to
Carry out this process themselves and
present for review to Town Developer andpresent for review  to Town Developer and
Sherford Review Panel for sign off before
they are allowed to work up a conventional
set of application drawings.g
Collective certainty rather than planning battle





E l ti d ti i t C d thEvolutionary and participatory Code rather 
than an edict. BUT within defined parameters
set by the overall Town Code.



Sh f dSherford



Surface Water





What does the GreenPrint 
?cover?

Usually the following 8 topics:

• Climate Change - Ensures developments are appropriately adapted to 
the impacts of present and future climate change

• Resources - Promotes the sustainable use of resources includingResources Promotes the sustainable use of resources including 
water, materials and waste both in construction and operation

• Transport - Ensures transport hierarchy issues are fully addressed 
and catered for within the development

• Ecology - Ensures the ecological value of the site is conserved and 
enhanced

• Business - Ensures that the development contributes to the p
sustainable economic vitality of the local area and region

• Community - Ensures the development supports a vibrant, diverse 
and inclusive community which integrates with surrounding 
communitiescommunities

• Placemaking - Ensures the design process, layout structure and form 
provide a development that is appropriate to the local context
Buildings Ensures that the design of individual buildings does not• Buildings - Ensures that the design of individual buildings does not 
undermine the sustainability of the overall development



What does the GreenPrint 

“Good” “Very Good” and “Excellent” benchmarks achieved by the

produce?
Good , Very Good  and Excellent  benchmarks achieved by the 

developer
Performance achieved in each category
Total GreenPrint score for the development
Overall GreenPrint Rating for the development

No grade: <50%
Good: 50% – 64%
Very Good:65% 74%Very Good:65% – 74%
Excellent: 75% – 84%
Exemplar: >84%

Note: a GreenPrint is created for each development BRE are asked to assess.  Therefore the 
score shown is the percentage of the total score available within the Framework developed 
for a particular site.



BRE Sustainable Assessment



BRE Sustainable Assessment





Sherford ExampleSherford – Example 
GreenPrint objectiveGreenPrint objective



Sherford ExampleSherford – Example 
GreenPrint objectiveGreenPrint objective



Sherford – Example 
GreenPrint objective



Sherford GreenPrintSherford – GreenPrint 
“Excellent”Climate Change Excellent  g

• Development has been designed to reduce the contribution to flash 
flooding through incorporation of Sustainable Urban Drainage systems, 
green roofs, ponds and wetlands, and the use of permeable surfaces

• Two 1.8mW wind turbines within the 207ha Community park to 
generate between 32 – 41%

• A carbon sink in the form of a permanent native woodland will be 
l t d i t l 70 h f i lt l l d t h l ff t thplanted, on approximately 70 ha of agricultural land, to help offset the 

balance of emissions
• 75% of buildings will be equipped with solar thermal systems and/or 

photovoltaic devices generating between 8 and 12% contributionphotovoltaic devices generating between 8 and 12% contribution 
• Provision of ‘A rated’ energy and water savings appliances in all 

dwellings
• 80% of the roof area of the whole development used for rainwater• 80% of the roof area of the whole development used for rainwater 

harvesting



Sherford GreenPrintSherford – GreenPrint 
“Excellent”Excellent  

Sustainable Construction and Procurement
• All dwellings to be built to EcoHomes 'excellent' standardsAll dwellings to be built to EcoHomes excellent  standards
• All non residential buildings to be built to BREEAM 'excellent' 

standards
• Low carbon targets for all buildings, exceeding new Part L andLow carbon targets for all buildings, exceeding new Part L and 

matching EST Best Practice and Advanced Practice standards
– Phase 1 – 25% reduction on Part L
– Phase 2 – 35% reduction on Part Lase 35% educt o o a t
– Phase 3 – 50% reduction on Part L
– Phase 4 – 60% reduction on Part L

• All timber sourced from independently verified sustainable sources as 
recognised by the Environment Agency

• One 7 yard skip of waste per dwelling target setOne 7 yard skip of waste per dwelling target set



Sherford – GreenPrint “Excellent”
Community and Sustainable Lifestyles
• Set-up of the Sherford Community Trust whose aim will be to promote p y p

“more sustainable lifestyles”, it will work with all residents/businesses 
in Sherford and manage many initiatives, including:

– Car club
– Community intranet
– Energy advice
– Green travel planningp g
– Renewable energy and energy reduction projects
– Sustainable food initiatives

• Development of a sustainable lifestyles pack for all residents coveringDevelopment of a sustainable lifestyles pack for all residents covering 
issues including sustainable travel advice, energy and water efficiency, 
recycling and environmental technologies installed in the development 
and dwelling
Measures to promote and facilitate the production of home grown food• Measures to promote and facilitate the production of home-grown food 
by residents, and an Organic Community Farm and farmers market



Sherford – GreenPrint 
“E ll t”“Excellent”

Placemaking
• Enquiry by Design process led by The Prince’s Foundation 

From which Sherford Town Code has been established 
• Transport and movement strategy which places the pedestrianTransport and movement strategy which places the  pedestrian 

and cyclist at the heart of the development, minimising walking 
distances between home, workplace, schools shops and other 
daily needs whilst designing streets such that speed limits aredaily needs, whilst designing streets, such that speed limits are 
self-enforcing

• Height:width ratios in line with Urban Design Compendium
• Delivering ‘affordable’ homes and a mix of accommodation 

types and tenures to meet current and future needs, with good 
integration of accommodation types and affordable housingintegration of accommodation types and affordable housing 
throughout development that are ‘tenure blind’



Sherford – GreenPrint “Excellent”
Transport: Walkable 

neighbourhoodsneighbourhoods



Sherford – GreenPrint 
“Excellent”

Transport
• High Quality Public Transport service at the heart of the 

transport and movement strategy which will run down the main 
street linking the three neighborhood centres and proposedstreet linking the three neighborhood centres and  proposed 
park and ride facility at deep lane to Plymouth City Centre.

• 100% of dwellings within 400 metres of a bus stop providing a 
regular service to a local centre

• Provision of a fibre optic network throughout the site as well as 
a community based interactive public and private servicesa co u ty based te act e pub c a d p ate se ces

• 20 mph design speed across much of the development
• Provision of a Car Club with central office facility with storage 

ki d ll i / d dparking and customer collection / return, and smart card access 
system



Sherford – GreenPrint “Excellent”

EcologyEcology



Sherford – GreenPrint “Excellent”

Ecologygy
• 70 ha of new woodland as part of the 207 ha Community park
• Provision of wildlife corridors through the town from the west to the 

east and north to the southeast and north to the south
• Extensive planting across the development of locally occurring 

native deciduous and evergreen trees and shrubs
• Lakes and double planting of hedgerows• Lakes and double planting of hedgerows
• SUDS – swales, ponds, reedbeds
Business
• Identification and development of priority business sectors, 

including clusters of related activity, and other key business 
sectors of sub-regional importance
D li i i j b d l l kill b d t i i• Deliver an increase in jobs and local skills base, and training 
opportunities to help local workers upskill



Sherford GreenPrint RatingSherford GreenPrint Rating
• Sherford achieved an “Exemplar” ratingSherford achieved an Exemplar rating
• Overall score of 85%



Sherford GreenPrint radar





Lighting

All lighting equipment will be g g q p
Controlled via photoelectric cells. 
These will be programmed to 
switch on at 55 lux and off at 28 
luxlux

The monitoring system will be 
capable of being used for

Part night switching

Dimming

Fault reportingFault reporting





“Beyond establishing the most elementary foundation for social provision, the idea
of ‘designing’ communities remains elusive. Instead there has been a shift to the idea
of place and placemaking, which skirts the problem of dimensions and focusesof place and placemaking, which skirts the problem of dimensions and focuses 
instead on the idea of identity.”

Alexander Cuthbert. The Form of Cities: Political Economy and Urban Design



Regulating Plans



Street Composition Cards



Sherford Phase one . SW neighbourhood





Dominant and Sub-Dominant  Squares



Dominant Square
Bldg Face to Bldg Face  
76m x 54 m

Sub Dominant Square
75m x 42m

Montpelier Square 
75 5575x 55m





The patience of a saint





D bl F t d TDouble Fronted Terraces









Phase one DDC area

REGULATING PLAN
BLOCK TYPES

REGULATING PLANREGULATING PLAN 
GREEN SPACE


